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Tot lie Is at rat ana we are la tears."
Old Hebrew Dirge.

We shed out Vara Ukn summer rain.
When some beloved spirit flies;

For, while tre coast oar lost Lit r&lo.
Unbidden drops wd blind oar eyefi.

Sat, wfoplns for him, we forget
Those dotret him Mill left to earth.

Who, mourning at his grave, have yet
To rconrn for aye a darkened hearth.

He U at rest, tlity are 'a lean :
ThefccrJjycros? they have to bear

In sorrow, throngs the coming years,
We cannot fnlly know raare.,

Bat Fympalhetic words rneytleal 4

gome pane from death'
dart.

And hwt-re- lt tear, like balm-drop- heal
Borne ellent sgony of heart.

Then to the mourner, not Ike deed.
Let tribute ef ourtears be given,

By 6Tery drop that thus U bed
We pain a stronger hold on Heaves.

For every tear a pei'l of price
Shall deck the vestments spotless white,

The toalstasHvu-eiTl- Paradise,
When breaks at length death's heavy

sight. G. H. &

IXTEMAL ISIPROYESEsTS.

Plan for Reclaiming the ITasto
Lnndi of Tan XiOsrcr Jfllisli- -
fcippi.

From tie Joarnal of the Franklin Institute- -

Wa-jiiicct- , D. C., January, 1836.

Sir : The magnitude of the subject
I propose in this memoir to bring to
your notioe, and through you to the con-

sideration of Congress, and the vast in-

terests involved in reclaiming and con-

verting to the use of the world the delta
lands of the lower Mississippi valley,
vfould suggest a sufficient excuse, were
any necessary, for this manner of ex-

pressing my views on this subject, and
attracting the attention of the country
to the unappropriated elements of proa- -

penty in the material ot the waters ot the
Mississippi, borne on by lU eternal flood
and constantlv wasted in the tides of
the Gulf of Mexico.

I hare propose briefly to suggest my
nndoubting conviction that? a new plan
of diking the lower Mississippi, in con-- !

section with a system of waste-weir- s

and gates, so constructed at proper dis-

tances in the levees of the river, that
during all the seasons of great floods,
vast volumes of the waters-o- f tho river,
thick with tho delta-makin- g material
borne down in the 3Iissouri and other
great rivers of the north-wes- t, may be
turned off to overflow the extensive
wamps and morasses and fill the lagoons

--I lakes abounding between tue table
lands "Pa,'".'w""
the lowe. rr- - -r-.....-0
:

.
creating from the waters

1U IUCU1 tUVa -

new and rich deto-lwd- s and by degrees

raising them to tu .level of tb ?troain
when in flood. In th.'4 nlaDnler. " 13 Pr0
poeed to redeem them lrm the,r PeMDt
waste, turn them to botto exuberant
in richness, for the culture of jotton nd

nnr rolloro fvmntrv from their
fatal malarias, and create sanitary and I

.productive soil where morass, swamp
stagnant lagoons and lakes are the fruit

'

ful causes of the contagions and pcstil-eBce- 's
I

of this region. i

The fact that an engineer of the army,
distinguished for capabilities as a general,
and in scientific and practical engineer-

ing, has been charged by you with the
repairs of the levees, neglected and
destroyed since the beginning of the
rebellion, and sent to superintend their
reconstruction, suggests clearly to iny
mind your views 'of the powers of the
government to take in hand any meas-

ures ef this nature, involving and facil-

itating commercial intercourse with the
many States washed and traversed by
the tributaries of this great "inland sea,"
sxkJjJJ emptying their floods through
this great lower basin of the Mississippi
into the Gulf of Mexico.

How far .the government, under its
constitutional powers "to regulate com-

merce between the different States," can,
incidentally, in improving the navigation
of this tide-wat- er river, introduce im-

provements by any system of diking,
releasing the main flood-wate- rs from ex-

isting banks and beds, so as to divert
their creative material of delta into the
twampt, lagoons and lakes of tte State
of Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisiana,
and reclaim them from wastes productive

Congress must decide. But it is my
:j.r-- . i,nr-- r with diffi. ;

J UUglUCJi i.) VUD1 W nwewj
denee, as elearly within the powers of
"Congress as it is io'jwss laws of quaran-

tine and health, or laws to protect life
and preserve health on steamers that
navigate this river or the high saa3.
Preventive measures against pestilonee
and epidemics at home are, or ought to
be, as much under the control of Con-

gress as legislation to close our harbors
cad rivers against their importation from
abroad.

t all events, the right of the govern-

ment Jo irapreve navigation of rivers
thatowinto tue sea is conceded; and

under thiTct:nession 1 elia11 proceed to
show tW th ru'an I propose goes direct
ly ti tl,i.Tw;nt a.nd is one of the most

Van adopt.
Under tho present region of this ;

river, as partially reguiaieu y
systems of dikes, the waters, charged
with their rich and fertilizing material
forming our deltas, arc not permitted to
spread themselves over the great aUuvial
bottoms of the States I have mentioned,
but are borne on into the Gulf, deposit-

ing their material near the great mouths, i

and constantly forming new land there.
The heavier water of the sea, and the

ttWitger tide and 6tream of the Gulf,

threv bck this material, and deposits it
in and about the confluenco of the fresh

i . 1 a a TT 4 eeAetrta nnflwua ineww. . , ,

hack the meir caauuuio, nuu iu:""'progress 01 time raises mo wavci j

main beds abovo tboir banks, requiring
llr bichor and stronger dikes. toj c - p

nrevpnt. overflow and tne aesirucuuu ui-

plantations whose levels are below high
water-line- s.

These are the
-
unchangeable

. . laws
..

gov- -
.

t

erning the creation and growth ot great
alluvial bayous and bottoms. They are
nature's laws, and can only bo partially !

ehaneed by artificial means, in a great
or less degree, however, as the skill
ingenuity of man, practioally applied,
may alter them.

The geography of the great Missis-ap- f

bayou is particularly favorable to

.e successful application of skillful
jngineering, so as to control the regimen
of this river, in the progress of
time, aiding and directing ita flo5d to ac-

complish by its own power perpetual
laws, the regeneration of its wastes of
Siiriii, swamps, moms, hgoeni aad

im . Z i- A. . - -

lakos, and make them prolific sonroes of
woalth.

The system should begin up tho river,
where dikes are nocessary to preserve
the plantations and cultivable lands from
overflows by high water. From theso
points to the mouth of the river waste-wei- rs

of timber, with riveted aprons of
nlank. should bo constrntifl in thr

; leveos, so as to carry off the flood-wate- rs

into the swamps, marshes and iagoons,
I depositing in them the delta-makin- g

, material of every flood, while the water
I by evaporation, spreading 'out over
greater surface, wastes itself, is drank up
by tho soil, or niters itself through the
sands and is lost in other oufleW to the
Gulf. Tho proportion and- numbers of

f these waste-weir- s must bo regulated by
tue topography ot the country, tho ex
tent of morass, swamps, lagoons ant
lakes to bo filled. The most thorough
surveys by practical and skilled engineers
should be made to determine thoir num-
ber and the volutno of water they
should waste.

lino cost ot such, waste-wojr- s or.
aprons, at fivo hundred or even a thous
and points along the longth of tho
levees from Tennessee to the mouth of
tho river, wouldbe an insignificant figure
above the cost of the earth levees as
now constructed. They would, in fact,
form only another plan of diking, by
using at intervals timber instead ot earth,
built at a less height, rivetod with plank
aprons, over which the wator with its
delta-makin- g material will flow into the
low swamps and morasses during all
seasons'of flood.

Compared with tho benefits to tho
country, it would be economy should
thov cost millions : for in ail time they
would bo creating new and rich lands,
and peroipitatmg the time when, in
God's unchanging creative laws, to pre
pare the earth for the growth and- - devel
opment of man under the Divine decree
to multiply and replenish the earth, "the
mountains shall be made low and the
valleys exalted."

Illustrations without numbor are con- -
., f & h f ft and.. .. , i- - ,. A o.f

lived long in the lower basin of the
Mississippi river without observing its
realization in the formation in a few
years of pew islands and lands whenever
heavy floods and the drift they often
lodge in tho beds of tho river, have
changed the direction of tho current of
the stream so as to form eddies. Here
the force of the stream cease to carry on
the delta-makin- g material with its cur
rent. In a single flood large deposits
are precipitated, forming the foundation
for a new island, increasing in its pro
portions, with each succeeding noou and
in the lifetime of a single individual

? a- - it :..J r -
In fact, these changes aro

so sudden, and the accumulation of delta
so extraordinary in a very few years,
that pilots of the lower Mississippi,
absent or unemployed for such periods
of time, are lost in their bearings, and
must stud? the new landmarks to resume
with any degree of safety the helm of
the steamers .that thread the changing
channels of this mighty river.

It must be conceded, then, that much
'of tho delta-makin- g material in the
waters of the Mississippi that would be
borne into thB Gulf in its natural flow,

. j .. r -- .tc:ican be bureau uui uy aruuciai ucaun,
and deposited in the swamps, marshes,
morasses, lagocJJis, and bottom lakes of
its lower basin. This will lessen so much
of the formation df new land and bars
at the embouchures into the Gulf; and
while it lessens the constantly accumula-

ting and elevating alluvium there, that
sets back the water in the bed of tho
stream, increasing the obstruction to
navigation by enlarging the bars and
necessitating the construction of higher
dikes to save the lower plantations from
inundation, it will, at the same constant
rate, make new formations and new soil
in the morasses and swamps above, and
in time raise all the upper basin to a
higher level, drain or expel , the waters of
its lagoons and lakes, and reclaim for the
purposes of agriculture the most favored
valley of the two hemispheres for the
growth of cotton and sugar. Such is
the rationale of fact, so far as we know in
of the past. Keason and the geological
history of all similar great alluvial
basins confirm its truth. In the progress
of civilization, science and man, the
elements are made to subserve his in-

terest and to aid in the preparation of
the wilderness and waste places for the
expansion of empiro and tho growth of
the human race.

In the Old World the alluviums of
Holland and other lor coutries have
been improved and made the most pro-

ductive and remunerative lands of that
continent. Different systems for drain-
age bve been adopted, but they have all
been effected at enormous labor, during
long periods of time, and at almost
fabulous costs. In the low lands of
Holland large lagoons and lakes were
emptied by tho process of pumping
their waters to higher levels, and drain-
ing them from such positions by canals
and ditches; but years were Epcnt in
this slow process, and roval exchequers
exhausted. But the vast extent of
morass and swamp, and the great volume

lakes m the lower Mississippi basm,
- - ' T" 7Z"""""6 " "fa"""'"""" r,o

of their magnitude. For this reason, I
propose to subjugate to use for this great
achievement the mighty power of the
everlasting flood of the father o! waters.
That is unchanging, and by its own lawa
of flow, and evaporation, and deposit,
will in less time perform this plan of
reclaiming the wastes ot this great alluv
ial basin than the application of the
nowcrs of all known mechanical forces,
directed by the highest practical skill of
man. I tnerelore proposo "to lay my
hand on the mam of this torrent, and,
hridlintr its accumulated waters, tamo

-

vert ;t8 neverfaihng power to cumulative
use that will profit mankind in all pro
grcssive time.

This proposition and it? theory will
doubtless present itself in a novel, and,
possibly, startling sense, to many scien
f'ntitle and practical engineers unfamiliar
with the geological and topographical
peculiarities of the lower basin of this
valley, tho origin of the principal floods

of the Mississippi and its great tribut
aries.

It is therefore proper that I should
brinr to their notice, and ask their at
tention to tho habits of all these main
snnnlvinfr waters, and to their influence
over the regulation of the great yearly
floods that spend their active force and
power before reaohing the lower bottoms
and basins of their "ayuo madre."

The flood of theso tributaries have
their origin in rain-tabl- in remote
latitudes fro vn tir, and they rj

V$.ihll, normal insubordination, and eon

and

and

and
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consequently seldom contemporaneous
and in conflucne

Tho inciting snows and the rains thta
swell the Ohio and tho water-fabl- o of
the western slope of the Alleghanie;
and tho eastern dip of the rolling lands
and nrairics of Illinois, Indiana, an
Ohio, occur long beforo the flood of the
Arkansas, that has its cause in the melt
inir snows of the Sierra Madres of New
Mexico and Colorado Territories. The
Illinois river, that drains the central an
northern prairies of the State, Is seldom

at its full flow when tho melting snows

of the extreme north-we- st and tho iiud
son Bay region bring down tho greater
and later drainage from the upper lake
country, in tho clear water channel
the unner Mississippi. But the still
mightier tide that rolls down the flood

from tho icllowstone and tho upper
sources of the Missouri, having their
cause in thawing, at a still later season,

of the eternal snows of the highest
mountains of tho Cordilleras of llussian
America, has its prominent independence
of all others, as it has its higher sublim
itr and'nowor from the vastness of its
drainage, and the magnituue oi ie- nioun
tain sources, in snows
denosited from the vapor of tuo great
Pacifio Ocean, borne on by the prevail
fcner winds from that ocean's coast, and
"u'onstantly percipitatcd on the snow-ca- p

ped tops ot mountains where man nas
not vet trodden. Nono of these great
rivers in their lower and broad valleys
dash down their floods with any of the
fury of mountain torrents, suddenly
swollen by heavy rains or melting snows ;

but thev roll them thousands and more
of miles through broad valleys of gradual
and slicht slono. after spending their
destructive torrent force in higher alti
tudes and narrow mountain beds, until
thev meet and mingle in the still broader
valley of the Mississippi bottom, aiere
they become tranquilized as they mix
and mingle together, and swell on m
greater majesty but less rapid currents
through the lower basin ; as if hesitat-

ing to lose their individuality in tho seas
that drink them up. In this basin,
whose delta-land- s aro of uniform lovel,
thev may be subjugated to the control of
man, and spread out by artificial means,
having lost tho destructive power of
torrents and floods precipitated irom
mountain slopes and high lands.

The rise of tho flood-wate- ot the
Mississippi below the mouth of the
Arkansas is always by slow degrees,
seldom, I believe, to exceed four inches
in any twenty-fou- r hours. Artificial
banks and dikes confine these waters in
their main channel from the mouth of
this river to the Gulf. These dikes arc
constructed with a height intended to
prevent any overflow by the highest
floods. It is from the mouth of this
river that I propose to operate my plan,
and from preceding premises my illus-

trations will now bo made more clear.
Tho aprons of my wasto--wei- rs should be
constructed at medium water-line- s. The
increased volume of water at highest
flood can be estimated, and the extent of
morass, swamp, marsh, lagoons, lakes
and bottom surface, it is intended to
spread over, can also be calculated. The
average days of floods of each year can
also be ascertained. The amount of the
delta-makin- g material in every thousand
cubic feet of flood-wat- er can also bo
gathered and accurately measured.
When these four now unknown quanti-
ties, that enter into th problem of the
plan, are ascertained, tbe number and
extent of tbe necessary waste-weir- s may
be sufficiently approximated for ajl prac-

tical purposes, and the problem will be
resolved.

To proceed with mv demonstration :

Suppose the waste-wei- rs are in proper
number, and at proper distances con-

ducted along the entire length of dike
from the confluence of the Arkansas
with tho Mississippi, to the mouth of
this last-nain- river, and the waters
gradually rise in flood as they reach the
top of the aprons highest up the stream,
they now over tno riyeieu aprons uy
sloWdegrees, and seek slowly tie lowest
levels the Ewamp3, marshes, morasses,
lagoons and lakes of a basin of vast ex-

tent, and of almost unbroken level, and
thee they spread thomselvcs out and

deposit the material of the delta-makin- g

soil, producing in the fruition of its fer
tilizing nature, t;ie best

.
qualitips,

ot cot- -
i f .1 J T ll.ton anu sugar oi tno wunu. uic

first apron in the series, over which the
waters in tho beginning of flood com- -

nience to waste by trickling over tne
plank revetments, so inclined as to
create little or no current as the waters
increase, to the last of the scries, the
same wasting operation goes pn, parry-
ing off the great volume of tbe flood,
and spending its accumulating force and
volume by slowly wasting them as they
grow, and would otherwise gain resist-
less strength. Thus they lose the de-

structive power of confined torrents and
floods, as the waters spread out over the
vast level Eurface of this delta-makin- g

soil, raising by slow but perpetual in-

crease the elevation of these bottoms,
while the water evaporates and is lost.

Perhaps it is a clearer annunciation
of this problem, and better illustrates
the plan, to call tpe system oi wasto- -
wcirs artificial nveri, having tpe capa
city to carry off and waste a volume of
water equal, or approximating in
equality, with the surplus of flood-wat-

over the medium flow of the main chan
nel below tbe mouth of tho Arkansas.
This is sulstantially mv plan. Tho un
dertaking is one of great proportions,
and its accomplishment would be of
value that cannot be d. To
reclaim tho great vastes of tho Missis
sippi basin, to eliminate tho creative
causes ot the epidemics, levers, and pes
tilences of the long, broiling, epidemical
heat ot summer there, to convert these
wastes into the richest lands of this con
tinent, and at the same time to improve
the navigation of tho embouchures into
the Gulf, aro not impossibilities. Noth
ing short of impossibilities, in their
strongest sense, is too great for the ener
gies ot the government, and the skill,
ingenuity and practical science of Amer
ican engineers and enterprise to accom-

plish. It should, in my judgment, be
undertaken. Time and the elements of
this river aro tho power and mechanics
it is proposed to use, and they will as
surely accomplish this purpose as the
forces of nature continue in their sure
unchanging laws.

It has appearod
, i, me that the present

1 A? 1
is a prontaDie ana propitious urns to
bring this subject to tho attention of the
country and Congress. Tho transitive
state of things in tho South, inviting in
that direction the enterprise, energy and
capital of the North, the West, and tho
Old World, will doubtlesB develop in
the valley of the Mississippi new systems
of sericulture, and new plans for the
more profitable cultivation of the prin- -

eipal tteplw t 9w f the Gulfj

State3 cotton and sugar. Lands most
productivo of tho best qnaliU'os of theso
essential necessities to all tho conditions,
convenience, and comfort of man, will
be in constantly increasing demand, and
nature, in its progressive creation, seems
to be preparing the alluvium of our
Gulf States for the supply of the world,

Tho logic of events should not be mis
taken, and in the progress of things, lot
us wisely apply its reasoning, and pre-
pare lor a great future. The experi-
ence of the past half century is convin-
cing proof that the Gulf States are to
furnish the main supply of cotton and
sugar to the world, and the deltas of tho
Mississippi basins have proved them
selves the most productivo and profitable
soils for the growth of these staples of
commerce. It has also proved that they
aro principal among the sources ol
revenue, and lead in tho agricultural
wealth that founds and perpetuates our
commercial prosperity.

should theso views' present this sub
ject to your mind in a new and more im
portant light than you have heretofore
considered it, I beg to suggest the ap-

pointment of a board of engineers, em-jg- nt

in scienco and practical engineer-ifrg,'t- o

examino into the expediency of
the plan hero foreshadowed, and that you
ask of Congress an appropriation of
money to cover tho nccossary expanses
of such surveys and examinations as will
enable them to report understanding
ou its practicability and ostimated cost.
I am.very reipeetrully, your obedient servant,

B. a ROBERTS,
Brevet Brlgiuller-Oener- U. 3. army.

IIOIT. E. M. 8TAST0N,
Secretary of War.

THE SABBATH QUESTION,

Importnnt Slovcment on Foot.
Aa Israel if o Pladin? for

Sunday.

A contributor to tho Israelite, pub
lished at Cincinnati, begins hu com
munication as follows :

"In order, then, that we may have a
day of rest, a real Sabbath, which can
be observed by all Israel, wo propose to
adopt that day which is set apart by
hundreds of millions, nay, the whole
civilized world, for physical rest and the
worship of God. Let our prayers and
thanksgiving with theirs ascend to His
throne on the same day, the Sunday."

The writer who makes this proposi
tion, so repugnant to the ears of a peo
ple for many centuries jealous of the
lighest variation irom the established

customs, declares that he has been
selected as the spokesman of a party,

respectable in number respectable in
intellect, fully persuaded ot tho correct-
ness of Iheir views, and fully determined
to discuss the subject in all its bearings."
The selsction 3 manifestly a fortunate
one, for the temper-o- f the article and its
logio are remarkable for candor, clear-
ness and moderation.

The old Hebrew word "Shabbas,"
which lies at the bottom of this con
troversy, is declared to mean simply
rest. Cease from labor and devote to
tbe services of God this is the literal
and spiritual meaning of the word
Shabbas or Sabbath. How docs
tho fourth commandment read ? Does it
say on this or that particular day, speci
fying it by name, Saturday, thou shalt
rest, and it shall be your sabbath hence-
forward and forevermore? Nq. Such
are the commands of man. but not of
the Almighty."

The selection ot Saturday by Closes
is exnlaincd as beinrr most suitable and
convenient for the Hebrews at tbat era.
The institqtiop, it is presumed, answered
all purposes throughout the past, until
within the last half-xentur- y when it be-

came obsolete. During this period they
have been virtually without any Sabbath
or day of rest. Those who most bitterly
opposo the propqsed reformatipn are
scarcely observing even the day whieh
they recognize as Sabbath, 'ina result

that they are becoming lax, and so
fast tending tp utter irreligion, apostacy,
and the total destruction of tho Jewish
faith. Even now their offspring display
perfect indifference to religion. The
question is accordingly asked :

"po you not perceive tne influence oi
nineteen centuries on the observances
and forms of our religion ? And can. all
the past, present and future exert no
nfluence upon you ? You can not stand

still and be passive even if you desire
to be so. The irresistible movement of
progress, the law of nature and nature's
God, will propel you on to tbat inevitable
necessitv which we so earnestly beseech
you to adopt. Any day we set apart as

day ol rest, to worship uod in spirit
and in truth, i3 acceptable to him. We
select Sunday, bepausp in the fear of
God, with reyerenco for his great name,
and an eye to bis glory, it is more con-

venient, observed as it is by millions,
because it can bo hallowed, while ours,
as at present arranged, is an utter im
possibility."

Having further argued this matter,
the writer attacks with vigor the intoler-
ant and persecuting temper which has
been displayed by his fellow-religionist- s.

It created the Christian Church. Jesus
was a Jew, a great man, a second Moses,
who desired to purify the 'faith and cor-

rect the yices of their church and
people, nothing more or less. "But as a
prophet is never appreciated in his own
country, he was crucified and mado a
martyr of, and his disciples made him a
God. 'The blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church.' We sowed the
wind and we reaped the whirlwind. Our
vices, follies, irreligion and cruelty
created that church which has been our
scourgo and oppressor through count-
less ages."

It is proposed to call a grand re-li- g

Council, who can settle this Sab-

bat .question definitely ; either adopt-
ing Sunday for all or dividing those
wishing Sunday and those retaining
Saturday as tho Sabbath.

These views will naturally create
and probably lead to no imme-

diate results ; but they indicato tho dis
semination of a spirit of inquiry which
must eventually break down the wall of
partition between the Israelites and
other religionists.

A French writer sutreests the fol
lowing problems as worthy of a practi
cal solution, and deserving the attention
of the ingenious: 1. The gray or white
feathers of the ostrich fade out when
touched by time, and loss almost all
their freshness and value. A process of
whitening or cleaning in the dry way,

'as to restore the original lustre, is
Sgmanded. 2. The little ornaments of
gilded eppper, for the hair, so much in
vogue among the ladie3, h&vo been re
placed by similar objects of jet. How
can a black and lustrous varnish be ap
plied to the copper articles so as to im- -

Itaie tue mineral, anu avt i d uiiua
gubhaUe fr it,

Tt ELC03IB TO THE 1IABT.

Jlmbryoman! thlno hoar of birthlg. loy to this dull earth ;
Uulll November wears a smile
Oahln darkened face tha while;
And home's hover Is Iag forlorn:For a bud of hope Is born.

CThough without the wind U cold.
.H.?.""' through the leafless wold,
"Wlcsarae wto thing." atr to sight,
wleoma to sweet air and I

Kound thee, in thy cradle sleep,
Watch and ward the angels keep,

nr.
IJnm of lovellsess and grace,
"Vlstnleln form and face.
Tell a UU of her who borethco
While she bends In beamy o'er thee;
Putbosraof tne bou-eaul- d heirlli,
Welcome to oar darkened earth t

OwEao, Tioga eounty, Nov. 20, 1SG8.

A rtauehtar nf W. TT. n TTram

THE SHOKEIt.
Somefcaea tbe big world vexes me,

omettr?es dull care lerplnxes me;
Homf times on tbe sa of Hie

Hu jh .storm around me elusli r,Jrd r(tar, and rave, and bluater,I seem lo sink In the strife
Xiomat'ert Tber' always a truceIn lite heat or the wildest war :
At lewU drtuin.br think, so,

Aa 1 smoke my flst cigar.

Sometimes when nothing alls me,
.Except that Hie moner falls me.I envy the rich in tho r pride,
Thoogh their only obvh nn merit
in urn gom iqhi mey inherit.And couldn't earn ir they :cd;Batanlet r after dlnnar

I bnlshsuca thcughta afar;
What do I care for Fortune,

As I smoke ray second cigar?
Sometimes, In the heartlesi city,
I think It ashamaand pitr

That cash and virtue are one;
That to swindle for shilling) seem awful,
Wbilo to piander for millions U lawful,If o oly Mjc,ssf ol'y done.
But why sltonld I mend Its morals,

Or call tbt wo-I- to my bar?I've dined, and I with to be qale!
IH unokemy third cigar.

THE MISSISSIPPI BUBBLE.

Tfte Storj-- or John Lavr'a GreatSpeculation.

One or tue Blggtat Svrlndlfo ofany Age.

From tbe Cincinnati Commercial.
The operations,- - equally gigantic and

nefarious, which tho Erie railway clique
of speculators have lately consummated
in New York, render interesting a com-
parison with some of tho financial ma-

nias of former days. Among theso the
most prominent place must be assigned
to the Mississippi scheme, which over
ran i ranee with the wildfire of specula
tion in and which owed its
origin to thp fertilo braiq of John Law.
This shrewd and intelligent Scotchman,
then son of an Edinburg goldsmith, was
gifted with a personal address, eloquence
and charm of countenance well adapted
to secure success among a people so sen
sitive to gentlemanly attractions as the
French. At the ago of twenty-fou- r he
left England for the continent, and in a
few years lived successively in Amster-
dam, Paris, Genoa, . Florence, Venice,
jS aplos and Homo. - His patrimony being
reduced by a free and costly stylo of liv-
ing, he devoted himself to the gaming
table, where, by an expert calculation of
chances, he won steadily, and often very
large sums. Saint Simon tells us in his
memoirs that Law did not cheat at cards,
but that his superior clearness, quick
combination, easy grace and magnani-
mous coolness, gave him continual ad-

vantage over the hot competitors who
were blinded by the passion of play.

After living, lor some years, the life ot
an adventurer, Law betook himself to
higher game. The mysterious power of
credit, the function of specie as a basis
of all financial operations, and the in-

definite capacities of paper as a repre
sentative of value, absorbed and fasci-

nated his scheming mind. He" composed
a work entitled "Considerations on
Money and Trade," and offered to his own
countrymen, the Scotch, his first brilliant
scheme of a lan4 bank, which was to
enrich the landlords while strengthen-
ing the crpdit of the State. These terri-
torial notes, secured upon landed estate,
were the gorm qf the " Credit Foneie-- "

in our day. Hut apotland proved too
canny a customer lor sp magnificent a
scheme. The Parliament passed a reso-
lution that, ta establish any kind of paper
credit so as to force it to pass, was an im-

proper expedient for the nation. Wise
and wholesome conclusion, in whiph wo
have to lament that all other nations,
then and si)pc, did not concur !

Baffled in the hqpp of launching his
great credit scheme at Edinburg, Law
established himself at Paris. The time
was. favorable. Louis XIY--, the great
mqnarch, had just died, leaving to his
people a magnificent inheritance of
glory: and qf debt. Trade was pros
trated, tbe government nuances were in

saorder, corruption and peculation, from
the highest offices of the State down tq
tho lowest, having brought the treasury
tq the verge of bankruptcy. The Duke
of Orleans was regent, a man who hated
business, and in whom Law had found
opportunities to inspire respect for his
financial ability and wisdom Early in
1716, a royal edict granted to Law and
his brother the right to establish a bank,
with a capital of six million livres, whose
notes were made receivable for taxes, and
redeemable at sight by all depositaries
of the royal revenues. Soon after tbe
innumerable finance offices ot the state
became so many branches of Law's Boyal
Bank. He made all his notes payable
in the same coin in which they wero
issued ; and, as the government was con-

stantly debasing the coinage, in its shifts
to meet expenditures, this gave at once
to Law's notes an immense advantage.
In fact, they soon appreciated to a pre-

mium of fifteen per cent., as compared
with specie while the billets d'etat of tho
government, issued for the debts of the
extravagant Louis XIV., were at a dis-

count of seventy to eighty per cent. The
credit of Law's bank soon extended oyer
France. The Bcgent, who saw with
wonder the success of this banking
scheme, gradually conceived the fatal
idea that paper money which could so
aid a metallic currency could wholly su-

persede it. Law, whose scheming brain
never relaxed, proposed to tho Regent a
grand plan for tho colonization of Loui- -

siana, which bad become a rrencn pos-

session thirty years before. This terri
tory then

.
included not

.
only

.
the present

n 1 v ! 1

State Ot tnat namo, nut tne lmmcaaurauie
surface watered by the Mississippi and
its tributaries, including the ground on
which Cincinnati now stands, and stretch
ing westward without boundary, while
to the north it reached to the very iron-tie- rs

of Canada.
By way of bait to the French govern

ment to grant an exclusive charter to the
Mississippi Company, Law agreed to re-

ceive at par in subscription to its stock
of one hundred millions, the depreciated
notes of France, then fallen to a discount
of seventy per cent. He also undertook-- ;

if the interett of four per cent, were
promptly paid, to raise this depreciated
parser t par, All Paris dwlani that if

the plausiblo foreigner could redeem this
promtsor ho would deserve that Franc!
should erect statuos in his honor. Tho
charter was speedily granted: the com
nanv received an ?rrvnMfi?( rmnt ifV
lands, water-course- rivers, forests and
islands, dependent upon Louisiana, with
the right of alienating property, arming
vessels ana being exempt irom taxes,
Law contrived to raise tho credit of the
stock by giving out that he would pur
chase at par, at six months' date, the
shares that were then selling at fifty.
This bold policy worked well with the
Parisians, who, inexperienced in stock'
jobbing, were dazzled with tbo excess of
daring displayed by the Scottish finan
cier. Tho shares rose to par, Law united
with tho original Mississippi company,
in 1719, several other trading companies
to Africa and the East Indies, which
had been unsuccessful, and the fusion of
them all formed the new Indian com
pany, with exoiusive concessions and
monopolies, said to bo of immense value

Tho art of puffing, then m its infancy,
was at once brought into the most active
requisition. Lartre entrravmcs wero cir
cufated, representing the arrival of tho
French at the Mississippi, in the midst
of an enchanting country, with male and
femalo savages running to meet them
with an affectionate welcome. " There
are seen," said the accompanying descrip-
tion, "mountains full of gold and silver,
copper, lead and quicksilver." It was
declared that a rock of pure emerald had
been discovered in Arkansas, and that
the natives eagerly exchanged gold,
gems, and the most precious jowcls lor
knives, looking-glasse- s, and even a little
brandy. In point of fact, the Missis
sippi region was then scarcely a habt
table desert, desolated by fever in the
lower part, and with less than four hun
dred whites and twenty blacks in all
Louisiana. Law's magnificent company
did little in America save to lay the
foundation of a town, to which ho gave
the name of his munificent patron, the
Regent of France. Such was the origin
of New Orleans.

But the brilliant scheme, however ill
founded and abortive abroad, was des
tined to achieve a miraculous success at
home. Tho shares rose from par to 130,
and presently to 200 per cent. Law
managed to secure for his company the
profitable monopoly ol tobacco, on which
tho French government has since made
so many millions. A little later he un
dertook the direct collection of all tho
taxes for the exchequer, and obtained
concession of the proht ot tbe coinage
for nine years, minus a sum of fifty mil
lions to be paid to the King. All these
valuable privileges were trumpeted to
the public as so many new guarantees ot
fortune to the new company, whose stock
now rose, under the stimulus of n suc
cess heretofore unheaxd of, to 300 per
cent., and even more. New shares wore
created, on one pretext and another, and
sold at an enormous premium. The
printing presses of the company, like
those of the Erie railway clique, were
always busy, and to the great profit of
the clique, no matter what became oi
the public. The coveted shares were
sought for with avidity.

Law's magnificent residence in the
Ruo Quincampoix was throng?d with
carriages from morning till night. Duch
esses came in their robes to besiege the
werthy banker and solicit the privilege
of subscribing. Princes and nobles,
merchants and bankers, generals and
bishops, actors and day laborers, jostled
each other in the eager scramble for
stock. All the apartments in the vicin
ity were rented at fabulous prices to those
engaged in the stock-jobbin- g fever, and
one poor fellow, with a humpback, even
made a fortune of 40,000 francs by rent
ing it as an extempore writing desk to
eager speculators. The mania spread
from Paris all oyer France, and cyen to
foreign lands. All Europe looked with
lqnging eyes to the Rue Quincampoix.
The stories of fortunes won in a day
dazzled all eyes. At the end of 1719
the number of foreigners and provincial
Frenchmen assembled in Paris for pur
poses of speculation, was estimated at
500,000. Many sovereigns had their
accredited agents there for the sole pur-
pose of following the trade in shares. So
prodigious was the concourse that the
transaction of business became almost

from the crowd. Govern
ment was obliged to issue edicts restrain
ing all public functionaries from remain-
ing away from their duties to speculate
;n stocks.

At evening it frequently became
necessary to send a corps of gens a"armes
to clear the street. The jobbers bad re-

course to all sorts of tricks to whet and
keep up the excitement. Great combi-

nations were formed every now and then
to "bear" tho stock, with the hope of
buying iq at a profit. Emissaries, in the
pay of the great stock jobbers, spread
Wild rumors through the excited crowd.
Unheard-o- f tricks spread wide and sud-- 1

den fluctuations, impoverishing some
and enriching others, from morning till
night The stock rose at ono time, for
the short period oi two weexs, to tne
wild figure of two thousand per cent!
The list of "Mississippians," aa the peo-

ple who made fortunes out of the bubble
were called, has preserved the names of
one hundred persons who gained, while
the scheme lasted, above twenty million
francs (or ?4,000,000) each. There was
not a single noted person in the nation,
save Marshal Villars and the Duke of
St. Simon, who did not, at some time or
other, enter into the fascinating specula-
tion. A banker's lackey, named Dnpin,
retired with a fortune of fifty millions.
A waiter at a tavern realized thirty mil
lions, went to England and came back a
British "Milord," with his equipage and
servants. The price of shares frequently
rose ten or twenty per cent, in the course
of a few hours.

This inordinate inflation was felt
throughout the whole framework of
business and society. The abundance of
securities, some ieal, otLers fictitious, but
all having the power of money, devel-

oped an unbridled luxury. People pos-
sessed of little or nothing one day, were
seen the next provided with magnificent
palaces and all the accompaniments of
splendid equipages, servants and mis-

tresses. All Paris was drunk with the
false glitter of prosperity and ease. New
houses sprung up as by magic. Mean-

time, while confidence lasted, a great im-

petus was given to trade. Tho laborer's
wages rose from fifteen to fifty sous per
day. John Law, who was now created
Comptroller General of France, became
by far the most considerable person in
the State. His wife and daughters lived
in princely splendor, and grand lords
and ladies were kept waiting in their
carriages before his doors. He invested
millions in landed estates in France, thus
evincing his own confidence in the sta-

bility of his bubble, fr had he been the
unpriBipl4 sharp w wiiek de

8cribo him, ha would unquestionably
naTa conveyca an his profits to foreign
countries,
. i.

ready, i . .
to follow. himself when

tue inevitaoio collapse arrived,
Xhe golden ago of tho Mississippi

scheme lasted about eight months. It
is consoling to read that there was sanity

1. t.jv . , ... -cuuugu icit in tne nation to constitute s

formidable counter-curre- nt to the grow
mg wild expansion. The Parliament of
raris, to it3 immortal honor, refused to
register tho den-eo- nf tho
dieting that so great creations of paper
muuej wouiu unng tne country to bank
ruptcy, ana u was again and again dis
solved for Thecontumacy. Regent,, ....111- - 1.1. ,nmm mat, oima lolly which is repeated
by tho expansionists of our own day.
argued that if five hundrod millions of
paper had effected such wonderful re-
sults, another five hundred millions
would be of still greater advantage.
Law, who knew bettor, found his inter
ests to lie m the same direction. In tour
months notes wero fabricated to the
amount of over fifteen hundred million
livres, or three hundred million dollars.
At longth'the excessive issues reached s
point at which" heavy depreciation be
came inovitabls. The foreicn specula
tors, who had ruslied to Paris like bee3
to a hive, began to gather up their gains,
ana to convert them intd irold and sil
ver, which they shipped out of the king
dom.

The bankers of Lyons. Bordeaux, and
other large towns, began to refuse the
note3 ot Jiaw s great company, when
offered in largo amounts. The stock
began sensibly to feel tho approaches of
a want of confidence that fatal breath
which, sooner or later, collapses- - all
bubbles, however glittering and golden.
Then came a series of forced attempts to
stop the inevitable by force of law. It
was decreed that no person in France
should keep more than five hundred
francs in coined money, on paiu of fine
and confiscation. All persons were for-
bidden to make payments above one
hundred francs n anything but bank
notes. Fnally, royal decree abolished
tho use of gold and silver, on and after
the first of August, 1720, and made pa-p- or

the sole legal tender. To such
lengths was the government carried in
its struggle against the laws of nature.
Instead of restoring tho credit of the
paper, these measures destroyed it irrev-
ocably, and drove Franco almost to the
verge of revolution. From the most
popular man in the kingdom. Law now
became, in a few days' time, tho most
odious. Tho animosity against him
hurst forth so strongly that he was
obliged to resign his office of Superin
tendent of Finance, and soon after to
quit the kingdom secretly. The Parlia-
ment, in its zeal, would have brouzht
him to justice, and he would have been
surely hanged, but for tho friendly shel-
ter of the Regent, who sent him a pass
port and money to make good his re
treat. He declined the latter, and took
with him to Brussels, out of the im

1 " 1 t rl AAAmense fortune no caiueu, only ao.uuu
francs and a valuable diamond. He
died poor, in the year 1729, at Venice, I

1 ho catastrophe came on the 27th of
May, when the bank stopped payment
in specie. The more rapid the decline
of the paper, the greater seemed the rage
of the brokers for speculation in it
The government now hurled futile edicts
against all who speculated in shares of
the company or government stocks. The
more it sought to demonetize gold and
silver the higher they rose in public
estimation. At length it was perceived
that tho only way to escape the perma
nence of the ruin was to recognize it It
was ordained that the small notes should
cease to have currency after a certain
month. Bank note3 were periodically
burned. It was allowed to be stipulated
in contracts that payments should be
made only in gold and silver. A little
later it was decreed that paper could
only be given in payment when half the
sum was paid in specie. By degrees the
purity of the coinage was raised. By a
consolidation of government securities.
the obligations, drawing four and five
per cent, interest were retired, and a new
bond, bearing but two and a half per
cent., was issued to the holders. This
was a confession of partial bankruptcy ;
but it was better than nothing; and, being
secure, it was far better than the wild
state of financial uncertainty which had
hitherto prevailed.

The departure of Law being the signal
for the final end of his scheme, its his-

tory was cleverly summed up in the two
following epigrams, which were placarded
on the walls of Paris ;

" Ce git cet Eoerats celebre
Cecalcnlatem sans era).

Qui, parle regies de ahrebre.
Amis la France a 1'HopltiL"

" Uelzebub begat I aw ;
I Air Mll-Jppf- ;

The Mississippi begat the scheme;
The scheme begat (he paper;
The paper begat tbe bank ;
Tbe bank begat tbe note;
ine note o?gat tne snare;
1 he share begat tbe at :
Tnestock-Jobbln- z bezat the reaUt
The reg slratlon begat tbe account;
Tbe account begat the general balance ;
The "eneral balance begat Z'ro,
.From which all power of begetting was

taken away."

Foeta under a Cloud.

The King of Bavaria has just with
drawn the pension which the popular
German poet Geibol has received from
the privy nurse lor the last htteen years.
The immediate cause of the royal dis
pleasure b a poem which Geibel wrote
to welcome the King of Prussia on his
visit to Lubeck, Geibel 's native place,
and the reason alleged in the official
communication is "the change in Geibel's
political sentiments." Geibel has writ
ten a long letter to the iving of .Havana,
in which he first resigns his professor-
ship at the University of Munich, and
then declares that there has been no
change in his political opinions, and
that in his earlier poems he always ex-

pressed an ardent longing for a great
united Germany. The events" of 1866
bad only given the feeling n more defin-

ite form. Geibel has many friends in
Munich.and his loss will lie the regretted
moro at that capital, as it involves that
of another literary celebrity.

Paul Heysa, the well-know- n novelist,
who was also in the receipt of a pension
from tho royal purse, has written to
the King of Bavaria to the effect that,
as he entirely shares Geibel's political
sentiments, he also wishes to resign his
pension.

It is said the British expedition to
Abyssinia brought back several hundred
volumes of manuscript, one of which
contains an illustration of the Israelites
crossing the Red Bea, well armed with
muskets. Who will say there is any-

thing new under the sun ?
The donations to literary institutions

in the United States during tho last five

years amount to $15,212,500. This does
not include the appropriations from State
legislatures. Of this amount $210,000
w e 4est4 to Ubtww.

2UT3IC PRXTESO.

Almost overy day from one to a dozen
of our business friends and acquaint-
ances drop in on us, and we, as in duty
bound, seek to make their visits pleasant,-b- y

showing them whatever of interest
there may be in connection with our
establishment And we have noticed
that there is more interest excited by
two places than by any others. Tho
first is the plate vault, and the seetfni
the music printing presses. Of the
former we gave a slight sketch in oor
last number, and in the present article
we'propose to follow the devious .eetirw
of a musical composition Tn its paige
through the engravers' hands.

First, the author, fit may be a young
man, in his first attempt at publication,)
with shrinking hand and hesitating
step, enters Mr. Geo. F. Root's sanctum.
He has heard so much of the hard
heartedness of publishers that it is with
fear and trembling that he beards the
lion in his den. At the very outset he
is agreeably disappointed. -- Tho affable,
friendly manner, and warm grasp of the
hand wih whioh he is greeted, assures
him that if his "bantling" is declined he
can havo no grounds of complaint at
the manner in which it is done. But
let us suppose the piece accepted and
placed in a crowded folio with hundrod.
of othere, eaoh awaiting its turn.
Thence in due time it goes to the en-

graver. The word "engraver" gives a
wrong impression to many. Musio i
stamped, not engraved. The ornamental
title pages, staffs, bars, slur, and ties are
all that are really engraved. All else ia
stamped by means of finely, cut and
tempered steel punches. One word as
to the plates. They aro composed""of
tin, zinc and antimony, and are substan-
tially the same metal as is used in ordi
nary printing types.' Tho composition
is rolled out into plates about three
thirty-secon- of an inch in thickness.
One of these plates, of course, is re-

quired for each page of musio. The
engraver lays out the piece, rules the
staff by a machine constructed for that
purpose, and then stamps in the clefs,
notes, rests, lettering, etc. This is not
as Jong an operation as H would at first
seem. A good workman can readily
completo three plates a day.

Let us suppose tbo plates finished.
Tho next step ii to take a proof to see
that there are no mistakes. This is
taken by passing the ink roller over the
surface of the plates, when of course it
leaves a coating of ink everywhere ex-

cept where the notes, oto., are, as these
are cut out or stamped down below the
tho level of the rest of the plate. On
passing the plate through the press this
ink is transfered to the pacer, and we
have the "black proof," i. e, tho note
staff, etc., arc white, while the rest of
tho paper is black. Whatever mistakes
have been made are now marked and
corrected on the plates, They are next
heated to a little below the melting pointj : r vt,-- .i Vt.

wut t. j en. .it ,t. j ; rj. ij auu una oil tuo UCjilctvu tu
them, lhe surface is then wiped on.
cleaned with turpentine, and the plates
are ready for the printer. He takes
each one and passes the ink roller over
it as before, and then with a piece of
cloth wipes off the ink. The surface of
the plate, being brightly polished, is
wiped clean, while the ink adheres to the
wax. The plate is then placed in the
press, a sheet of paper laid on, and a
thick blanket over this, and the handle
turned. The great pressure employed
forces the paper into the hollows and
depressions in the plate, and thus secures
an accurate impression.

It should be stated that the paper is
slightly dampened, as in that condition
it takes the ink better than if it were
perfectly dry. The printer continues
this process until the close of the day,
when hia work is hung up, a few sheets
together, to dry. The next morning it
is taken down and interleaved with
heavy pasteboard. It is then placed in
a powerful screw press, and subject to
an immense pressure, aa well to'remova
the creases caused by the edges of the
plates, as to give it a smooth surface.
Removed from this press, it is folded,
centered, t. e., the loose half sheets are
placed in it, counted and carried to the
wareroom, whence it goes on ita mission
of cheer in every direction all over the
length and breadth of tho land.

Few persons have an adequate idea of
the amount of work there is expended on
a single piece of music. Every piece of
paper is handled twenty-tw- o times from
the time it ia received from the
paper-mi- ll nntil it it sold over the coun-
ter, and some are handled many more
times.

In conclusion, whenever any of our
friends visit the city, we shall'take great
pleasure in showing them these different
processes,and we beg of them not to hold
back-fro- fear of annoying us, for it is
a real pleasure to us to do what we can
to afford enjoyment to others. Song
Messenger, Chicago.

The Nurderof Mr. Pollard.

J. Marshall Hanna, the associate edi-

tor of the Southern Opinion, in a card
just written, makes the following state-

ment in reference to his connection with
the" article which is generally believed to
have been the cause of Mr. Pollard'e
death:

"I am the associate editor of the
Southern Opinion ; as such I wrote most
of the original articles that have appear-
ed in ita columns. Much I wrote of my
own volition, and more I wrote by spe-

cial direction of the editor-in-ohie- f. I
prepared the Article which cost the edi-

tor hia life. Jt teas prepared 6y hi di-
rection. Afterwards, convinced that its
publication would be impolitio, if not
unsafe, I asked that the article might be
modified, or expunged altogether, or the
names left blank or filled with initials
that would have left the case without a
1 local habitation.'

" Tho article had then passed from the
control of the associate ; it was then the
property of the editor to print or with-

hold. He was responsible, not I ; and
no matter how much I had desired the
assumption, H. Rives Pollard always as-

sumed, and never evaded, the responsi-

bility ofevery line and paragraph print-

ed in the Opinion- - ' i" a responsible I'
was his invariable response to applicant
for redress.

No ; the blood of H. Hives Pollard,
our associate, is not upon our hands.
We are innocent in the sight of God, and
shall prove ourselves innocent in the
opinion of men. I never consented to
the descent of the Southern Opinion from
the lofty pinnacle it once held ; I never
willingly prostituted its columns, though
I have at times prepared paragraphs for
insertion that I know caused me keener
pain than they did tkw fr wks &ey


